
 Hispanic Education 
Summit Planning 

Meeting
6/20/2007

Ottawa Building, 611 W. Ottawa, Upper Level (UP), Conference Room 2 
Lansing, Michigan 48933

 

Meeting called by: Ms. Arminda Garcia, Education Committee Chair 

Facilitators: Dr. Mary Miller  
 

 

 Agenda topics 
 1) Budget & Sponsorships 

 Mary Lou will review list of appropriate resources. 
 All Planning Committee members are asked to submit the 

names of those resources they can identify so they may be 
invited to assist with the Summit budget via sponsorships. 

 2) Invitations 
 Governor Jennifer Granholm 
 DOE Superintendent Mike Flanagan and Deputy Superintendent, 

Betty Underwood 
 LEA (Local Education Agency) Superintendents 
 ISD Superintendents 
 Key community players – each committee member asked to 

prepare a list of key community members and bring to the July 
25, 2007, 10:00am  meeting. 
 LEA Board of Education Presidents 
 All public and private presidents, including community colleges. 
 Key legislators – per Marylou Mason 
 DLEG Media 
 Lansing Media  
 DOE School Improvement Director Betty Underwood 

 3)  Event Timeline & Responsibilities 



 Implementation Plan- 
 Next Planning Committee Meeting  Date:  July 25, 2007 

from 10:00am to 2:00pm with a 30 min lunch. The meeting 
will be held at the  Victor  Building, 201 N. Washington 
Square, Lansing, Conference Rooms A and B  (Vicky’s 
Birthday) 
 Mary Lou Mason will contact the appropriate Legislators to 

determine four possible dates; one will be chosen which 
accommodates the invited Legislators. 
 The COSSA Office will send a letter to the Superintendent of 

Public Instruction, Flanagan, and to Betty Underwood 
inviting them to the Summit.  Ms. Underwood will be asked 
to assist with the training of the Forum Planning Committee 
members who will facilitate one of the 15 tables (explained 
below). 
 Once the date is selected, a “Save-the-Date” card will be sent 

to the prospective Summit attendees.  Attendees will be 
asked to RSVP by a specific date in order to determine the 
number who will attend 
 Mary Lou will provide the number of prospective attendees 

to Legislators to garner financial support for the Summit. 
 All Planning Committee members are asked to send any 

sponsorship resources they can identify to Mary Lou Mason  
& Vicky Potter so they can be invited to assist with the 
Summit Budget. 
 The Summit Facility will be reserved.  Ideas:  Tap the City 

Council members to assist with the Lansing Center as an 
example.  Holiday Inn South or Radisson? 
 Initial steps: Subcommittee of Leo and Emily will tie the 15 

priority issues to the Cherry Commission 
 During the June 20th COSSA Planning meeting, each 

planning committee member chose one of the 15 education 
challenges to research.   Members agreed to bring the article 
with them to the July 25, 2007, Planning Meeting.  
Additionally, each Planning Committee Member volunteered 
to research one article that will be used during the Fall 
Summit at his/her table. (Each table will be identified with a 
card stating the specific challenge being addressed at that 
table.)  During the Summit, each committee member will 
facilitate resolution of the issue he/she researched at his/her 
table.  
 Develop the Agenda, Program and Evaluation. 
 Theme:  Postsecondary Education for all—Transition to 



Success—unanimously approved. 
 Laura and Sergio will head a “Data” Committee.  Mary 

Miller will contact DOE’s Ed Roeber to schedule a meeting 
or a conference call with Laura and Sergio.  These two 
subcommittee members can  
then begin discussions of the type of data needed by COSSA 
in order to begin discussions to resolve the 15 priorities 
identified by the Forum Planning Committee. 
 Mary Lou Mason will ready the appropriate reports (Fall, 

2006) for the Data Committee to review in preparation of the 
DOE Ed Roeber meeting. 
 Terry Fobbs will be asked to contact Betty Underwood, DOE 

School Improvement Director to discuss plans for the 
Summit Facilitator training.  Each Planning Committee 
member will serve as a Facilitator to lead discussions at each 
Table. 
Betty and Terry will determine a training date to prepare 
Facilitators.  Terry, working with Vicky Potter, will inform 
Planning Committee Members. 

 3) Draft Summit Schedule 
Summit Timeframe/Agenda:  10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
10:00am to 12:00 p.m. 

o Welcome:  Governor, Flanagan, SI Director—20 
minutes 

o Theme - Arminda—5 minutes 
o David Gamez—Tentative Keynoter (20 minutes); or 

National Speaker—30 minutes. 
o Directions to Facilitators and the Summit Group—10 

minutes:  Terry Fobbs 
o Facilitator discussion at individual Tables:  Participants 

are allowed 10 minutes to read.  The article/write down 
thoughts about how the challenge could be resolved; 
the group will discuss the challenge and resolution—20 
minutes; recommendations—15 minutes; a recorder 
from the group will post the resolutions and each group 
will have one minute to report out the resolutions/fixes. 

12:00pm-1:00 pm  Lunch 
1:00 – 2:00  

Legislative Panel -Education and Appropriation 
subcommittees to discuss the list and other endeavors 
to discuss the top 15 challenges. Questions/Answers 

2:00 to 3:00 pm.  Awards Ceremony 



 

Top 15 Educational 
Challenges – 

UPDATED 
 
 
The changes in RED 
were added as a 
result from the 6/20 
Meeting.   
 
If you were not at 
the June 20th 
meeting, please note 
if you were assigned 
a challenge issue to 
research.  Please 
bring a 1-2 page 
article on your topic 
with you to the July 
25th meeting. 

Committee Members Research Assignments 
 

1. Educational rigor with appropriate support that is aligned with High School 
requirements and meets the expectations of staff, teachers, board members 
and administrative leaders. CARLOS LOPEZ 

2. Lack of equal access to educational alternatives. NORMA HERNANDEZ 
3. a)  Where do undocumented students go for post- secondary education? 

DEBRA EHRMANN 
b) The lack/perceived lack of resident tuition rates for undocumented 
students? DEBRA EHRMANN 

4. The lack of accurate data and the need to establish metrics and more effective 
dissemination of data. SERGIO KECK 

5. The development of diversity awareness for leaders and staff and the need for 
leadership development for Hispanic role models. EMILY MARTINEZ 

6. Recruiting/resources and economic incentives for highly qualified bilingual 
educational professionals to encourage partnerships with universities. JANE 
ROHRBACK 

7. Economic challenges that impact the education of Hispanic students. LUIS 
LOZANO 

8. a)   How do we identify education and career paths for Hispanic students? 
EDITH CASTILLO 
b) Establish accountability for educational leaders for subgroups (Hispanic). 

CARLOS LOPEZ 
9. Partnering with Hispanic parents and improving educational awareness. ANA 

ULLOA 
10. Postsecondary awareness for Hispanic students at the elementary school level. 

JOHN FLORES 
11. Gang related problems impacting education progression of Hispanic students 

and social/peer pressures.NORMA HERNANDEZ AND INES DEJESUS 
12. Health and nutrition issues impacting education progression of Hispanic 

students. DEBRA EHRMAN AND DOTTIE 
13. Articulation pipeline for stakeholders for zero through higher education. 

JOHN FLORES AND LAURA GONZALES – INCLUDING A, B, C 
a) Short term corrective and long term preventative actions  
b) Sustainability – protecting programs and staff (see Sec. 41A of the State 
School Aid Act) 
c) Building capacity – bilingual paraprofessionals 

14. Awareness of acculturation programs for Hispanic newcomers. ARMINDA 
GARCIA 

15. Hispanic student retention and recruitment in postsecondary education. LEO 
SAVALA 

 
 
 

  

 


